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GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 


COPYRIGHT 


No. 1(5 


ORDINANCE 

of 11)21. 


WHEREAS by an Ordinance dated August 1920 the 
Ottoman Copyright Law of 8l.li May 1910 was declared to he 
applicable in Palestine subject to certain modifications and 
extensions thereof, 

AND WHEREAS bv an Order in Council dated the 21st 
day of March, 1924, the provisions of an Act of the. Imperial 
Parliament of Great Rritain known as the Copyright Act 1011 
were extended to Palestine, and by Proclamation of the High 
Commissioner dated the 23rd day of April, II 24, the said Act has 
been brought into force in Palestine as from the 21 si dav of 
March, 1924, 

AND WHEREAS it is desirable to make provision for 
certain matters incidental to the application of the said Act and 
to repeal the Copyright Ordinance, 1920, 

l»E IT ENACTED by the High Commissioner for 
Palestine with the advice of the Advisory Council thereof: 


1. This Ordinance may he cited as the Copyright 
Ordinance 1924. 


Short Title. 


2. For the purpose of the application of Section 14 of the 
Copyright Act, 1911, to the importation into Palestine of copies 
of works made out of Palestine: — 


Importation of 
Copyright works 

into Palestine. 


(1) The Director of Customs shall perforin the duties and 
may exercise the powers thereby imposed on or given to the 
Commissioners of Customs and Excise of the United Kingdom. 


(2) Regulations made by the Director of Customs under 
that Section shall require the approval of the High Com¬ 
missioner in Council. 


(3) Regulations made under that Section may provide 
that notice given to the Commissioners of Customs and Excise 
in the United Kingdom if communicated by them to the 
Director of Customs shall be deemed to have been given by 
the owner of the copyright fo the Director of Customs. 


(4) That Section shall have effect as if it formed part of 
the Customs Law of Palestine in force from time to time. 


3. (I) If any person knowingly 

(a) makes for sale or hire any infringing copy of a work 
in which copyright subsists; 


OtTences and 
Penalties. 


Modification of 
Copyrigh Act 

1911. 

Repeal. 


(b) sells or lets for hire or by way of trade exposes or 
offers for sale or hire any infringing copy of any such work; 

(e) distributes infringing copies of any such work either 
for the purpose of trade or to such an extent as to affect 
prejudicially the owner of the copyright; 

(d) by way of trade exhibits in public any infringing 
copy of any such work; 


(c) imports for sale or hire into Palestine any infringing 
copy of such work; 

he shall be liable to a line not exceeding twenty live 
piastres for every copy dealt with in contravention, but 
not exceeding £E. 50 in respect of the same transaction, 
or in the case of a second or subsequent offence either to such 
a line or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two months. 


(2) If any person knowingly makes or has in his possession 
any plate for the purpose of making infringing copies of any 
work in which copyright subsists or knowingly and for his 
private profti causes any such work to he performed in public 
without the consent of the owner of the copyright, he shall be 
liable to a tine not exceeding £E. 5 or in the case of a second 
or subsequent offence either to such line or to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding two months. 


(3) The Court before which any such proceedings are 
taken may, whether the alleged offender is convicted or not. 
order that all copies of the work and all plates in the possession 
of the alleged offender which appear to it to be infringing co¬ 
pies, be destroyed or delivered to the owner of the copyright 
or otherwise dealt with as the Court may think lit. 

(4) Prosecutions under this Section shall lirst he instituted 
in the Magistrate’s Court. 


(5) The provisions of Article 241 of the Ottoman Penal 
Code shall not apply in any case to which this Section is 
applicable. 


(G) Nothing in this Section shall prejudice the right of 
the owner of the copyright to make use of any remedy byway 
of civil action for damages or otherwise which may be conferred 
upon him by law for the infringement of a copyright. 

' 4. The Copyright 'Act 1911 shall he read as modified or 

added to by this Ordinance. 

5. The Ottoman Copyright Law of the 8th of May, 1910, 
shall no longer he in force in Palestine, and the Copyright 
Ordinance 1920 is hereby repealed and shall he deemed to 
have been repealed as from the 2!st day of March, 1924. 

HERBEKT SAMUEL 

High Corn rrnsstow r. 


June 15th, 192i. 



